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(1858) of Hiroshige5 one of the world's master-
artists, the art of the colour-printer also died,
slain by foreign influences and aniline dyes.
Ten years later (1868, with the restoration of
the Mikado to power after a thousand years of
seclusion) old Japan itself passed away with
the abolition of feudalism, and the institution
of a more or less representative form of
government and a more or less unrepresent-
ative era of chaos in art in which Japan
is still floundering. The Ukiyoe school
flourished as a school of popular art for about
two centuries and a half, from its foundation
by Matabei at the beginning of the seven-
teenth century to the death of Hiroshige in
the middle of the nineteenth century. Its
artists numbered about three hundred, drawn,
with very few exceptions, from the artisan
class. Such of them as came into the
Ukiyoe school from the classical academies
(Hosado Yeishi, for example, a samurai who
studied in the Kano School, and flourished
between 1780 and 1810) brought into the more
or less folk art of the artisan-artists an element
of refinement in subject matter, and delicacy
of touch. The main work of the school,